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the pole by drawing the nails through the mud to uproot
the wild grass.
When the field is weeded, the next task is to supply
fertilizer for the soiL Fertilizer consists of human and
animal manures and bean cakes. Bean cakes are made
of the sediment of the soya beans after the oil has been
pressed out. The cake is minced into small pieces
and is evenly distributed over the farm.
Human manure is preserved in special pits behind
the house. Sheep manure is collected from the hut.
After long exposure in the air, and after being mixed
with grasses, it is distributed over the field. Fresh
manure is not used.
When the rice has reached a considerable height,
and before it blossoms, the farmer must weed it
thoroughly. This time the nailed plate cannot be used,
because it might damage the root of the rice. The
farmer has therefore to use his hands. To avoid
damaging the rice, a saddle-like bamboo basket is
attached to the upper leg. This brushes the rice
away as the farmer walks in the mud.
Weeding and watering take all the farmer's time
from July to September with several short intervals.
The amount of work varies according to the amount
of rain. In the early part of September the rice
blossoms, and at the end of that month it bears fruit.
No special work is necessary during that period. This
is the long interval in agricultural work. During the
latter part of October some of the early rice can be
reaped* The instrument for reaping is a long curved
sickle. The rice is cut near the root of the stalk, and
is carried in bundles to the open space in front of the
house. Threshing is done in the open space or in the
front room, by striking the ears of the grain against the

